
 

Week 5  
THE NEW CHURCH BEGINS 
 
We have a unique gift in the last six verses of chapter two. Luke gives us a look inside the inner 
workings and priorities of the fledgling new movement we know as, the church. In these few 
verses, we can see the great love that the church had not only for God, but also for each other. 
Love for others was the hallmark of the first Christians; indeed, it should be so for the Church in 
every age.  
 
The Greek word in verse 42 translated as devoted, in most English Bibles, ‘proskartereo’, carries 
with it the idea of being strongly dedicated, of persevering and continuing together in the four 
priorities of their faith which Luke mentions here. The Christian faith is many things but these 
four form the core of the faith. No church can function in the power and authority Christ 
intends for her to, if these four are not present and held as essentials. 
 
The four priorities are: discipleship, fellowship, worship, and prayer. When these are present, 
there is true unity and purpose, and the church flourishes. Let’s examine each of the four 
briefly. 
 

1. Discipleship: The disciples were devoted not just to a process of learning, but of 
acknowledging the authority of the Apostles to teach the faith. The Apostles were the 
very authority of Christ on earth as He gave them wisdom and power to teach and 
ultimately to write the scriptures themselves.  

 
2. Fellowship: The Greek word here is ‘koinonia’, which is more than just a physical 

togetherness, it is a spiritual communion of togetherness. 
 

3. Worship: The ‘breaking of bread’ here refers to the communion they held in the 
celebrating, sharing, and remembering of Christ’s great sacrifice of His body and blood 
on the cross. This was a service of worship over and above their regular Temple worship. 
 

4. Prayer: The disciples knew that prayer was what brought the power of God into their 
midst. The Day of Pentecost made this foremost in their minds, but they had learned it 
from the life of Jesus. For three years they watched Jesus’ life of prayerful communion 
with the Father and how it preceded everything he did. 
 

Living out these four priorities of faith and community gave the early church a sense of awe. 
They saw many miraculous things as they accompanied Jesus during his earthly ministry. And 
now in the days, months, and years to follow the Pentecostal beginning of the Church, they too 
were vessels of God’s miraculous work. They lived in a holy expectancy of what God could and 
would do through His Church. 



 

 
 

A. THE NEW CHURCH BEGINS (2:42-47) 
 

1. The Unity & Practice of the Church (2:42-47) 
a. Devotion to Teaching & Sacrament 

- Four priorities 
1. Discipleship 
2. Life together 
3. A Eucharistic Life 
4. A life of Prayer 

 
b. Sense of Awe 
c. Unity 
d. The Communal Life of the Church 

 
2. The Favor of God (2:47) 

   a. The Lord of the Harvest 
   b. Evangelism Explosion 
  



 

 
 

Revive Us Again: How the Church Changed the Word and Can Again 
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